
 
Neurocognitive Language Disorders   
SPA 6581, section 4G04 
Course Syllabus:  Summer B 2013 
July 1 - August 7  
M, W: Periods 1-3 (8:00 –12:15)  
Room 2306, Turlington Hall  
 
Instructor:  Jamie Reilly, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, SLHS 
Dauer Hall, Room 352a          Office Phone:  273-3805 
Email:  jjreilly@phhp.ufl.edu           
Office Hours:  BY APPOINTMENT  
 
Course Overview 
 
This course will provide a broad introduction to neurocognitive deficits of language in dementia, traumatic brain 
injury, and right hemisphere damage.  We will review neural substrates of human memory and executive 
functioning and examine how brain damage compromises language and cognition.  We will examine 
assessments of language and memory and cover contemporary theories of neuropsychological rehabilitation.  
caveat emptor…  We have little more than 6 weeks to cover a vast body of knowledge.  Anticipate rapid 
coverage of the material.    
 
II. Course Objectives 

a) Students will learn the fundamentals of clinical neuroimaging 
b) Students will learn the neuroanatomical substrates of human memory and language  
c) Students will identify and discriminate components of human memory, attention, and executive 

functioning in healthy adults 
d) Students will learn to discriminate different types of dementia 
e) Students will learn to identify, assess, and manage cognitive-linguistic deficits associated with mild 

cognitive impairment, dementia, right hemisphere disorder, and traumatic brain injury 
 
III. Texts       

All required readings will be posted as PDFs on Sakai for download at your convenience. See course 
schedule for list of required readings.   

 
IV.  Course Requirements / Grading 

a) Participation. Homework, and Attendance: 25%   Your presence and participation in class are appreciated and 
also required. Participation includes, but is not limited to, active contribution to discussion and a generally 
pleasant demeanor.  If you look tortured, chat with others, or answer your cell phone, my feelings will be hurt.  I 
will then unconsciously transfer those hurt feelings onto your participation grade. 
 
b) Written Examinations: 75%   You will have three non-cumulative written exams, each lasting approximately 
one hour.  These tests will be primarily short answer. Assigned readings and lectures are fair game. 

 
Grading Scale: 
 

Range Letter Grade 
93-100% A 
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90-92% A- 
87-89% B+ 
83-86% B 
80-82% B- 
77-79% C+ 
73-76% C 
70-72% C- 
67-69% D+ 
63-66% D 
60-62% D- 
<59% F 

 
V. Class Policies  

• Attendance is required.  
• You mus register for Sakai. I will post class information, lectures, and required additional readings on the 

Sakai website. For UF student support call 392-HELP or visit  http://helpdesk.circa.ufl.edu 
• Check your email daily. 
• Be respectful of others: Silence your cell phones. 
• Academic honesty:  You are expected to adhere to the UF Honor Code, which can be found at   

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/procedures/honestybrochure.phhp.  Cheating in any form will result in 
automatic referral to UF honor board.  If you are unclear as to the boundaries of plagiarism, please ask me.  

• Office Hours:  By appointment --- Your best bet is to email me with any questions.  I generally respond within 
an hour or two -- night or day.   

 

 

VI. Course Schedule 

** The assigned readings should be completed before the class date 
 
Week Date Topic Assigned Reading 

1 7/1 Syllabus review 
Neuroanatomy 
Clinical neuroimaging 
Clinical neurotrauma nomenclature 
Brain cancer overview 
 

First day of class – no prior readings 

1 7.3 Overview of cognition (memory, executive functions) 
 

Baddeley (2003)  
Antonucci & Reilly (2008)  
Huang & Castillo (2008) 
Squire (2006) 
Stark (2005) 

2 7.8 Disorders of memory and perception 
 

 

2 7.10 Stanford aging video  
Overview of healthy cognitive aging 
Pseudodementias  
Mild Cognitive Impairment 
Exam Review 

Abrams & Farrell, 2010 
 

2 7.15 Exam 1 
Alzheimer’s Project Documentary 
Introduction to Alzheimer’s Disease 

Reilly, Troche, Grossman (2010) 
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Week Date Topic Assigned Reading 
3 7.17 Alzheimer’s Disease II 

Non-Alzheimer’s Dementias 
 

Thomas & Obrien (2008) 
Reilly et al (JCD – 2011) 
 

3 7.22 Dementia Assessment and Tx 
Dementia wrap-up 
Exam Review 

Gorno-Tempini et al. (2011) 

4 7.24 Exam 2 
Introduction to attention and executive functioning 
Executive Functioning & Frontal Lobes 
Social Pragmatics, Theory of Mind 
 Traumatic Brain Injury I 

*Sohlberg- Ch. 8, 10 
Gottesman (download) 
*McDonald- Ch. 2, skim 4 

4 7.29 Coma and Disorders of Consciousness 
Traumatic Brain Injury II 
    Severe TBI, Open Head Injuries, Blast 
    

Gerber (2005) 
Monti et al. (2010) 
Cherney (2010) 
*McDonald- skim Ch. 7  
*Ylsivaker 2005 (download) 

5 7.31 TBI II  
 

*Myers- Chapters 1, 4, 5 

6 8.5 Right hemisphere Disoders 
Exam Review 

*Myers- Chapters 1, 4, 5 

6 
 

8.7 Exam 3 and wrap-up 
 

 

 

VII. Counseling Services 

Graduate work can be very stressful.  Resources are available on campus for students who are having difficulties. 
I strongly encourage you to make use of these resources as I have absolutely no counseling abilities and am very 
likely to make any problem that you have worse: 
a) University Counseling Center, 301 Peabody Hall, 392-1575, personal and career counseling. 
b) Student Mental Health, Student Health Center, 392-1171, personal counseling 
c) Sexual Assault Recovery Services (SARS), Student Health Care Center, 392-1161, sexual counseling 
d) Career Resource Center, Reitz Union, 392-1601, career development assistance and counseling 
e) Campus Alcohol and Drug Resource Center, 392-1161, x4281, 302 Student Health  Center, 392-1161, ext. 

4281). 
 

VIII. Disabilities Statement 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), UF is required to provide reasonable accommodation to all 
individuals with disabilities. With respect to this academic course, it is critical to contact the UF Disability 
Resource Center to request accommodations BEFORE the class begins.  
 
The UF DRC can be reached at 352-392-8565 or by email at: accessuf@dso.ufl.edu.  The UF DRC is located at 0001 
Building 0020 (Reid Hall), and their website is http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/  
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